ROBERT L. BALLARD 
716 LOUGHBOROUGH AVE. 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63111 


TEL. (314) 351 8691 


12 February 1975 


Mr, Eric P, Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St, Louis, Mo, 63105 

Dear Eric, 

In the September 1974 issue of World Coins an article was published 
by William M, Judd entitled "Coins of Morocco since 1882", As you know, 

I have specialized in this area for many years and believe the article to 
contain considerable erroneous information. For this reason I wrote a 
letter to the editor and stated my doubts which was printed in the Novem- 
ber 1974 issue, Mr, Judd feebly defended his article with conflicting 
rhetoric in the December issue, 

I spent the months of November and December in Mexico and had not 
read his reply until returning home in January, Since that time I have 
reviewed a large volume of correspondence and notes that have been collected 
over more than 20 years. Forty-seven of the dates and mints Judd listed 
are unknown to numismatists who have specialized in this area for many years, 

I would like very much to see this situation resolved. The enclosed 
draft of a reply I intend to send to Judd directly enumerates the details 
of the area in question and ray thoughts on the matter, 

I am quite familiar with the fact that your schedule is a busy one 
and would have no personal feelings if you are unable to review the matter 
and tell me your reaction, Mr, Judd should prove his point or back down 
in my opinion, A third party has told me that Judd sold the entire collect- 
ion to Albert Shocron, a Moroccan formerly of Tanger, a dealer in Madrid 
for the past 10 years. 

The reply to Judd will be withheld until I hear from you and hopefully 
you will enjoy the problem. It is somewhat similar to areas you have probed 
in the US series and documented so well. 


Sincerely, 


/ 


Robert L, Ballard 
/ 




V 



DRAFT 


Dear Mr. Judd; 

A recent trip out of the US for two months has resulted in quite a 
backlog of correspondence. It was not until returning in January that I 
read your reply to my letter in the December issue of World Coins concern- 
ing your article "Coins of Morocco since 1882", Your comments led me to 
review a rather large volume of research data collected over the last 22 
years all relating to contemporary Moroccan numismatics. It was a task I 
originally intended to perform in my retirement years in the course of 

compiling a reference work on that area. However, before my retirement 

er 

last June, several books on this subject were eith/in work or published. 

My notes have been made available to two of these authors and I have furn- 
ished coins, banknotes, photographs, and edited manuscripts in the interest 
of clearing up some of the questions in Moroccan numismatics. Since retum- 
ing home I have reviewed all of the data and find cons iBer able areas of dis- 
agreement with data in your article. 

In 1953-54 I spent an overseas tour in Morocco while a member in the 
US military. During that tour I became interested in Moroccan numismatics. 

The only reference book in existence at that time was Wayte Raymond's "COINS 
OF THE WORLD" which was less than comprehensive in coverage, I was faced 
with the fact that no complete list of denominations, dates, mints, and any 
indication of rarity was available. The collection I assembled lacked many 
of the more desirable pieces. However, since that time I have continued the 
search and have returned to Morocco several times. In this effort I have met 
and/or corresponded with a number of specialists in Moroccan numismatics, both 
in Morocco and Europe, including some of those you list as contributors to 
your data. In the course of these meetings and correspondence I attempted 
constantly to !QS unravel the conflict as to exactly which dates and mints 
existed. All of the published references are in conflict to some degree. 


1 


2 


Probing questions were put to each of these gentlemen regarding the 
dates and mints in question. A composite of their replies form a pattern 
that is in consideray>e disagreement with your article. Among these men are 
native Moroccan collectors and dealers, as well as specialists from France, 
Spain, England, Italy, and this country, all of whom have been familiar with 
the problem for a number of years. Names and addresses are available but 
without securing their advance permission some may consider it inappropriate 
to speak for them. The possibility even must be recognized that since the 
time of our exchanges, later information could have developed that I am not 
aware of. In any event, it cannot be over emphasized that all numismatic 
research must be of sufficient depth to preclude the publication of inform- 
ation that has not been positively and personally v erified. I find it most 
difficult to understand how such a conflict between those with whom I have 


compared notes and your article could exist without one of the two factions 
being in error. The following list of emissions were all unknown to these men. 
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In your reply you guarantee that "every date and mint listed do indeed 
exist and were, at the time I wrote the article, in my own personal collect- 
ion". Two paragraphs later in the same reply you state "I received help 
with the researching of this article-for dates I did not have, mints, etc"* 
These two statements are in conflict. If all of the dates and mints were in 
your personal collection there would be no need for consultation. Please 
clarify this point. 

The phrase "at the time" leads me to the assumption that you no longer 
have all of these coins. If true, can you furnish the names and addresses 
of the current ox^mers of those coins s listed above? I am intensely inter- 
ested in resolving the areas in question and would travel to satisfy my ox^n 
doubt. I do intend to request all of the specialists with whom I have con- 
sulted to review your article and reply to me on the areas of disagreement 
to update our earlier communications. 

The comment in your reply, "Criticism is always easier to give than it 
is to xjrite the article yourself in the first place" misinterprets the pur- 
pose of my letter. It was not v/ritten for the sake of criticism. The object 
ive was 

mweicncs in the interest of clearing up what I consider to be misleading inf or 

mation. You also suggest that comments should have been "researched and 
to make 

verified/sure it is warranted". Let me assure you that for more than 22 
years I have diligently researched the problem area. You can refute all of 
my comments by producing the coins for inspection, at x<rtxich time I will be 
happy to x^ite another letter to World Coins proclaiming my error and point- 
ing to your expertise. Further, how does one research coins that do not 
exist? 

Two important works arc currently being compiled that should resolve 
the matter when published. One is being compiled in Rabat by the Banque du 
Maroc under official auspices, A very capable numismatist is assembling the 


4 


1 


data and has access to both French and Moroccan archives, I fully expect 
this reference when published to satisfy the doubt in so many minds. The 
other reference is being compiled in Europe by two co-authors with excellent 
numismatic credentials earned from other prior efforts. 

Hopefully you will see that my purpose is not to discredit your article. 
My interest in numismatics is not commercial. However, I will continue to 
parsue this problem until some positive proof of the emissions in question 
is available for my inspection. 


Sincerely, 


Robert L, Ballard 
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ROBERT L. BALLARD 
716 LOUGHBOROUGH AVE. 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63111 


TEL. (314) 351 8691 


12 April 1975 


Mr. Eric P, Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St, Louis, Mo, 63105 

Dear Eric, 

Of the 68 various emissions of Moroccan struck coinage on the 
list forwarded to the American Numismatic Society, Mr, Michael Bates 
has verified the existence of one. 

The question that bothers me most at this point is, while I feel 
quite strongly the other 67 do not exist, what is the reliability of 
such a small survey? As we discussed the difficulty of proving a 
negative, there is no positive proof that some of the others could not 
exist in spite of the fact Mr. Bates and I have never seen them. 

Specifically, I am seeking your opinion concerning the reliability 
of ray research. As you know, I have questioned the validity of certain 
articles and references on this subject and none of the authors have 
produced specimens to refute my doubts. Do you think my findings are 
sound enough to make them available to those writers with whom I have 
disagreed? We are back to the problem of proving a negative fact. 

In addition to the ANS survey, I have personally inspected the 
Moroccan holdings in the British Museum, Royal Danish Museum, the Prado, 
and smaller groups of privately held pieces in Europe, Africa, and U.S, 

I doubt very much the time and effort spent by these writers with whom 
I disagree has been as deep and comprehensive as the studies I have made. 
However, it would be very unpleasant to learn that a number of these 
doubtful pieces do exist, 

I know you are in Boston this weekend and usually quite busy. If 
you have an opinion on the reliability of my research, please call me 
at your leisure, I would be pleased to hear your comment. 

Your encouragement to Mr, Bates to help me in this matter is also 
appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


Robert L. Ballard 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6^50 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 

April 18, 1975 


Mr. Robert L. Ballard 
716 Loughborough Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63111 

Dear Bob : 


I believe you now have enough facts to state that the various 
collections you have examined do not hold examples of the items which were 
published as existing. There are so many of such unlocated 
items that you have a right to assert that if they do exist, you believe 
proof of their existence should be furnished. 

You can state that there is so many which have not been located 
that it leads to the conclusion that the listing could have been based 
upon logic rather than actual examples seen and should, therefore, be 
modified to cover examples seen. 

We hope we have been helpful. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN:jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



TO: Mr Eric P. Newman 
PO Box 14020 
St Louis, MO 63178 


17 July 1998 


Robert L 
Ballard 



Eric : 


Hopefully, you remember me. In the 50’s I spent time with 
Mrs Hill when foreign currency was my primary numismatic interest. 

In recent years US currency has been my main interest. Now 
the small size has become my favorites. My eyesight has been 
declining for some time. I am experiencing difficulty in deter- 
mining which notes are mules. I am a diabetic and will be 70 in 
a few months. 

Can you recommend a magnification device that will allow me 
to measure the heighth of front and back check numbers in milli- 
meters? I would like to keep the cost under $200 if possible, 

A copy of my current want list is enclosed. More than a dozen 
of the notes thereon are mules. 

I am guessing you are in your mid 80s, so you may be experiencing 
similar circumstances. 

My address has been down here for eleven years now. In the 
50s and 60s when I spent time with Mrs Hill I lived on Loughborough 
Avenue in south St Louis, 

Thank you for any assistance you may be able to lend. 


1 Enel: 

Want list 



516 EAST ELM STREET 
CABOT, ARKANSAS 72023 
501/843-8456 



Robert L. Ballard 

SPMC 6664 

516 East Elm Street Cabot, Arkansas 72023 Tel: 


TO: 



(501) 843-8456 


Please check your stock to see if any of the notes listed below are 
available. You are urged to check other dealer's stock when attending shows. 
I will pay current market prices. You will receive rapid payment when you 
ship the notes or inform me you are holding any of them as listed hereon 
awaiting payment. Small size FRNs, FRBNs, large FRNs, and National Banknote 
wants are also listed below and on reverse. My preference is for the best 
quality notes available. 

Since.3^ ily, 


1928 USN and 1934 SCs: 



. Ballard 


FR 1504 $2 USN 1928C Mule, Bk Ch #289 or higher, B98598185A-C02199893A 

FR 1528 $5 USN 1928C Mule, Bk Ch #938 or lower, E44200345A-G52180700A 

FR 1929 $5 USN 1928D Mule, Bk Ch #637, G58008072A-G65101420A Unc only. 

FR 1702 $10 SC 1934A Mule, Face Plate #86 BkCh #404, 553, or 578. 

A84899119A-A90853724A 

FR 1702 $10 SC 1934A Late Finish Face Plate #87 Bk Ch #404, 553, or 578 
A77166224A-A9085374A 

FR 1702 $10 SC 1934A Mule, Late Finish FaPl #87 Bk Ch #404, 553, or 578 
A77425715A-A78491508A 


FR 1957H 
FR 1957H 
FR 1958H 
FR 1959H 
FR 2006H 
FR 2054H 
FR 2056H 
FR 2056H 
FR 2056H 
FR 2102H 
FR 2103H 
FR 2104H 
FR 2105H 
FR 2153H 
FR 2153H 


FEDERAL RESERVE NOTES All St. Louis Distict H-8: 

$5 1934A Mule, Bk Ch up to #938, H00066126A-H39621679A 
$5 1934A Bk Ch #939 and higher, H40698437A-H51718000A Unc only 
$5 1934B Mule, Bk Ck #637, H54567383A-higher 
$5 1934C Mule, Bk Ch #629 & 637, H7083151lA-higher 
$10 1934A Mule, Bk Ch #584 and lower. Block HA 
1934 Bk Ch #204, H02958536A-H20309291A 
1934A Mule, Bk Ch #317 and lower, H11841224A and higher 
1934B Bk Ch 204, H3179426A-H34062055A 
1934B BK Ch H31794426A - H34062055A 
1934 Dk Gr SI, Bk Ch up to #162, H00945828A-H01617967A 
1934A Mule, DGS Bk Ch up to #162 Micro, H37124135A-H37386079A 
1934B Mule, Bk Ch up to #162, H01745970A-H01844335A XF or better 
1934C Mule, Bk Ch up to #162, H02296901A-H02570405A 
$100 1934A Bk Ch # 113 and higher, HA Block 
$100 1934A Mule, Bk Ch up to #112, H00931248A-H01629146A 
continued on reverse 


$20 

$20 

$20 

$20 

$50 

$50 

$50 

$50 


FR 

FR 

FR 

FR 

FR 

FR 

FR 


2155H $100 1934C Bk Ch #113 and higher, H03791599A-H04748599A 

2156H $100 1934D Bk Ch #113 and higher, HA block 

2156H $100 1934D Mule, Bk Ch up to #112, H03910708A-H04076543A 

22001 $500 1928 XF-AU or better 

2211H $1000 1934 XF or better 

2221H $5000 1934 XF or better 

2408 or 2409 $1000 Gold Cert. 1928 or 1934 VF or better 


ILLINOIS NATIONALS: 


Any Lazy $2, FR390-393, Series 1865 , Fine or better, from any bank, south of 
1-70, in the Southern half of Illinois. 

Ctzn NB of Alton Ch 5188, 82BB $5 $10; DB $5; VB $20; 02PB $10-VF or better. 
FNB of Alton, Ch 1445, any First Charter $5 or $10 

FNB of Belleville, Ch 2154, any Natl but 82DB $5, 02PB $5, 291 $5, $50, $100 
St Clair NB of Belleville, Ch 11478, 02DB $20, 2911 $10 
Belleville NB, Ch 12326, 29-1 $10 

City NB of East St. Louis, Ch 8932, any Red Seal $10 or $20. Pay $1000 V F\ 

Drovers NB of East St. Louis, Ch 10399, 02DB $5, $10, $20. 

FNB of East St. Louis, Ch 4328, 02BB $10, $20. 

Security NB of East St. Louis, Ch 12178, 02PB $10, $20. 

Southern IL NB, Ch 5070, 82BB, $10, $20;82VB $10, $20;82 DB $20;29II $20 
Granite City NB, Ch 5433 or 6564, Any Large VF or better. 

FNB of Madison, Ch 8457, any Large VF or better. Any 2911 $5 or $10. 

FNB of Mascoutah, Ch 9756, Any '2911 $10 or $20. 

FNB of Marissa, Ch 13735, Any Small. 

FNB of Millstadt, Ch 8425, Any Large VF or better. Any small $20. 

National Stock Yards NB of National City, Ch 9116, Large $20 Fine or better. 

FNB of Smithton, Ch 13525, 291 or 2911 $10 or $20. 

Ballard FNB of Seattle, Washington, Ch 13581, Any 29-1 $5 or $10. 

FNB Baldwin, Wisconsin, CH 10106, Any Large 


St. Louis FRBN: 

FR 768 1918 $2 XF or better 
FR 770 1918 $2 XF or better 


St. Louis FRNs - Red Seals: 

FR 899a 1914 $10 XF or better 

FR 899b 1914 $10 XF or better 

FR 959a 1914 $20 VF or better 

FR 1019a 1914 $50 best avaialable 

FR 1019b 1914 $50 VF or better 


St. Louis FRNs - Blue Seals: 

FR 872 1914 $5 XF or better 
FR 933 1914 $10 XF or better 
FR 993 1914 $20 best available 
FR 1053 1914 $50 XF or better 
FR 1054 1914 $50 XF or better 

FR 1055 1914 $50 best available 
FR 1113 1914 $100 bestavailable 
FR 1114 1914 $100 best available 
FR 1115 1914 $100 best available 


ERROR 1985 $1 Seal and SN ONLY 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 
6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Robert L. Ballard July 23, 1998 

51'6 East Elm St. 

Cabot, Arkansas, 72023 

Dear Mr. Ballard: 

I deeply miss Ruth Hill and enjoyed her friendship so much. 
I am 87 now. 

To check the height of check numbers lay a millimeter scale 
on the bill and put. both under a lens. You ought to be able to 
measure height that way. Use a magnifying hood or microscope if 
you need finer measurements. 

Happy collecting. Happy research. 


Sincerely, 



Eric P. Newman 


